COMING TOGETHER STARK COUNTY

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 17, 2008

Present:  John Spitzer, Frank Fleicher, Lois DiGiacomo, Thelma Slater, Robert Fisher, Edythe Stinson, Tracy Schlemmer, Paralee Compton, Martha Lottman  Staff:  Nadine McIlwain, Lilly Davenport, Hundlean Tibbs Maske, Guest:  Tiffany Williams

Absent:  Jeff Smith (excused), Mike Miller, Steve Okey, Pastor John McIntyre, 

Jolanta Hiles, Ron Ponder, Charles Odimbge, Ella Scott, James Walker 

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by Lois DiGiacomo.  Lois asked everyone to talk about why they support CTSC.  

Minutes:   A motion to accept the October 15, 2008 minutes was made by Frank Fleischer, second by Edythe Stinson.  Motion carried

Treasurer’s Report:  (received at 12/17 mtg. & mailed to absent mbrs)

Executive Director’s Report: (received at 12/17 mtg. & mailed to absent mbrs) 

· Attorney Allan Schulman is sponsoring the Historic Inauguration of Barack Obama.  CTSC is collaborating with the Urban League to bring this celebration set for January 29, 2009 at 6:00 PM. Tickets may by obtained from the following outlets: Goodwill Community Campus, Canton Urban League, Joy 1520, Summit Arts Academy, Ace Men’s Wear.  

· The City of Canton did not accept our bid for Diversity training.    The contract was awarded to “Diversity Matters”, who is located in Columbus.  Robert Fisher said he would call Don Ceasar and Tom West.

· The Musser grant was denied; 

· DCDC:  J.P. Morgan called DCDC and DCDC told them they were interested in taking their performance to the Cleveland area, so at this point we have temporarily lost the opportunity to bring DCDC to Canton.

· Nadine proposed that CTSC donate $1,000 to the Commission on African American Males.  Robert Fisher made a motion to donate the $1,000 and Frank Fleischer second the motion.  Motion carried.

· Nadine briefed the Board on the collaboration CTSC has with The Repository to do community chats on race relations:  We did the following community chats:

November 21, 2008

Canton Negro Oldtimers

December 01, 2008

Jackson Twp. Library

December 06, 2008

Foltz Community Center

December 13, 2008

Stark County District Library

Diversity Coordinator’s Report:  Hundlean will meet with Christine Hoffer, Human Resource Director for Goodwill Community Campus to discuss Diversity Training for 2009 and also contact Amie Jones at CSE Credit Union.  We met with her this year and she asked that we contact her in January 2009.

Thelma Slater reported that she wants the Mayor’s Commission on Literacy to be involved in Diversity.

Nominating Committee Report:  The Nominating Committee met Deember 10, 2008 and brought forth the following recommendations to the Board:

Amend the bylaws as follows:  Add to Article VI, Section 1b

I.  one third (1/3) of the board members shall have terms for one year.  One third (1/3) of the board members shall have terms for two (2) years and one third (1/3) of the board members shall have terms for three (3) years.  To implement this staggered term, the President of the Board and Executive Committee shall designate the terms for the current members.  When vacancies occur or new members are added, the one, two or three year designation for them serving will be made at that time.

II. Recommended Slate of Officers for 2009-2010:

a) President

John Spitzer

b) Vice President
Edythe Stinson

c) Secretary

Frank Fleischer

d) Treasurer

Robert Fisher

    III    Recommendations for new Board Members:

e) Tiffany Williams
one year term

f) Rabbi Leah Herz
three year term

 CTSC Board Terms of Office for 2009 -  2011:

One year (2009)

Two Years (2010)

Three Years (2011)

Jolanta Hiles


Jeff Smith


John Spitzer

Mike Miller


Thelma Slater

Frank Fleischer

Ella Scott


Edythe Stinson

Martha Lottman

Ron Ponder


James Walker

Lois DiGiacomo

Steve Okey


Tracy Schlemmer

Charles Odimgbe

Pastor John McIntyre
Robert Fisher


Rabbi Leah Herz

Tiffany Williams

A motion to accept the Nominating Committee’s report was made by Robert Fisher, second by Thelma Slater.  Motion carried.

Finance Committee Report:   Charles Odimgbe will have his accountants talk with our accountants to develop a financial report that is better suited to CTSC.  We will develop an operational budget for CTSC for 2009.

Nadine reminded the Board that she needs a credit card for CTSC to pay for miscellaneous items, etc.  A motion was made by John Spitzer to acquire a credit card with a limit of $999 (with an opportunity to vote for a higher amount in the future) second by Frank Fleischer.  Motion carried.

Youth Coordinator’s Report: Lilly Davenport reported that even though some schools back out of the Youth Town Hall at the last minute, it still was an awesome event.  The event was well organized and we had a good crowd.  All the schools that participated were excellent.  Alliance represented their city as being a depressed area for young people.  There is absolutely nothing for them to do. CTSC partnered with the following agencies:  Community Services of Stark County, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Stark County Anti Drug Recovery Services Board and P.E.A.C.E. TV. 

Lilly showed a documentary of four (4) young people who are simply struggling with every day life and circumstances, but however difficult they continue to go to school and work. They are taking care of their children and siblings and paying rent, buying food and all the things we do to maintain a household and their resources are soooo limited.  It is a powerful glimpse into the lives of these young people.

Some discussion evolved regarding the United Way helping the young people in the Alliance area. The tape (documentary) could be taken to different organizations, only if Lilly goes with it to solicit help.  Should also contact Mount Union College.

Discussion:  meetings are too long, maybe we should extend time; go back to monthly meetings, call to be excused, etc. etc.

The board discussed doing polling after the January meeting for Board meeting times and schedules.

Thelma Slater said she would like to pursue The Repository coverage of our Board meetings.  Frank Fleischer said that Nadine should be there also.

Motion to adjourn by Lois DiGiacomo, second by Frank.  Motion carried.

Adjourned

