COMING TOGETHER STARK COUNTY

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 18, 2009

Present:  Jolanta Hiles, Thelma Slater, John Spitzer, Lois DiGiacomo, Tracy Schlemmer, Tiffany Williams James Walker, Steve Okey, Martha Lottman, Rabbi Leah Herz;  Staff:  Nadine McIlwain-Masey, Hundlean Tibbs Maske

Absent:  Edythe Stinson, Frank Fleischer (excused), Ron Ponder, John McIntyre, Mike Miller(excused), Jeff Smith (excused), Paralee Compton

Call To Order: 

President John Spitzer called the meeting to order at 8:05 A.M. with introductions of those present.

Minutes: 
Motion to accept minutes was made by Lois DiGiacomo and 2nd by Tracy Schlemmer. Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report:
In the absence of Robert Fisher, our treasurer, Nadine gave an overview of the financial report. Our IRS status is:  taxes are paid and we still owe $703.29. The accounting firm of Russell & Byrd has asked the IRS to waive our income tax penalties and fees.  

CTSC currently has a budget balance of $38,210.08.  There were questions raised regarding discrepancies in beginning/ending balances.  It was agreed that Mrs. McIlwain, President Spitzer and Bob Fisher would meet with Goodwill accounting department and have a corrected report for the April meeting.

Executive & Finance Committee Report:

Rabbi reported that although the work on the tentative budget is ongoing, the committee did not have a firm budget to present to the board at this meeting.  A finalized budget will be presented at the April meeting. 

Development Committee Report:

James Walker reported that the Lions Club is ready & willing to set a date for a collaborative viewing of the film “The Great Debaters.”

Executive Director’s Report:

The executive Director’s was handed out.  President Spitzer asked if there were any question regarding the report and there were none.

Diversity Coordinator’s Report:
Hundlean met with Goodwill’s Vice President of Human Resources, Christine Hoffer.  Mrs. Hoffer asked that we help the Goodwill Leadership Team establish a diversity statement for the organization.  We met with the Leadership Team on March 9th.  They will set a date for April for the initial training phase.  CSE (Canton School Employees) credit union is interested in 2 hour training sessions.  Terry Shonk of The Senior Program and Jill Sheppard of Big Brothers and Big Sisters are interested in training, but they are both having funding woes.

Old Business:

Executive Director’s Evaluation - Nadine said she hasn’t received an evaluation to date.

President Spitzer said that he mailed Nadine’s evaluation approximately one month ago.

He said the ratings are from 1-5 in all the categories, 5 being the highest.  Nadine’s ratings were between 4&5.  Nadine is responsible for Hundlean’s evaluation, which she has completed.

The WHBC $500 advertisement package is complete.  Advertisement was done to promote community chats. 

Board Committee Update:  President Spitzer said that every board member should be assigned to a committee.

Liability Insurance: Nadine talked to Katie Nicholas at Nicholas Insurance.  Our current liability insurance only covers the Goodwill premises.  The cost of additional coverage depends on particulars, i.e., time of day/night, date and venue.  Alliance City Schools still wants us to send a copy of our insurance which would cover liability for the recent community chat.  

Nadine reported that the Mayor’s letter was sent directly to him. 

James Walker said that the board might want to do several $15-$20 ads in the Massillon Lions Club newsletter.  He said “The Great Debaters” film collaboration could be done the last weekend in August (28th, 29th &30th).  He is trying to get agreement on a 1:00 matinee.  Information regarding the film could be put on Canton City Schools’ television station. Liability coverage for this event was brought up. James Walker mentioned looking into liability coverage as well as coverage for “errors & omissions,” on the part of board members.

Attorney Okey said that board coverage and errors & omissions insurance coverage usually come as a package and is fairly inexpensive. Motion:  a motion to have estimates for coverage at the April meeting was made by James Walker and 2nd by Thelma Slater. Motion passed. 
President Spitzer talked about scheduling the Faith Town Hall meeting.  The purpose of the Faith initiatives could be (1) to bring various faiths together and/or (2) to discuss the obligations of faith community regarding diversity. Thelma said she endorses the faith town hall because it has been brought up in various community chats. James Walker said that the Unitarian Church might be willing to be involved.

It was decided to schedule a date & form a committee.  Jim Walker & Rabbi Herz asked  to be part of the first conversation. The Faith Based Town Hall Committee will meet 2nd week on May 12th @ 4:00.  Announcement should be in the paper.  

Fundraiser:  President Spitzer recommends the Development Committee consider sponsoring the Holiday Parade of Homes.  Jim Walker said he would contact Edythe Stinson.  

J. Walker suggested that we add  some information about diversity training on our membership brochures w/checkbox:  what do you want to know about diversity training. It was pointed out that there was a specific brochure for diversity training. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

_____________________ date________

________________ date___________

Frank Fleischer, Secretary



John Spitzer, Chair 
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